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The municipality of Viguera   
extends 56.1 square       
kilometers around the     
Iregua River valley in the 
Cameros Mountains. The 
village is at 689 meters 
above sea level, and  22 
k i lometers south o f 
Logroño.  It has a popula-
tion of 400.   

OUR PEOPLE 
 
VÍCTOR PÉREZ MARÍN “ VITICO” 

 

"Vitico", is one of the few 

cisqueros (charcoal bakers) in 
Viguera, and indeed in Spain. 

He is 75 years old now, and he 
had been actively making char-

coal until just two years ago. 

But...  what did he do?.   
Each dawn, he would go up the local mountains 

and cut the low branched of the hardwood trees. 
He would sweep the ground with the branches 

and then place firewood on top of it, so that they 

burn better. Depending on the amount of wood, 
the fire could last hours, or days. He would have 

to keep watch day and night. Finally, when the 
charcoal was formed and cooled, he would put it 

in bags and bring it to Logroño, where there are 
still about 20 small coal dealers. 

 

 
 

SEÑORA JULIA 
 

Señora Julia is a living tra-

dition in Viguera.  She be-
gan her career in a bakery 

before starting a small res-
taurant. The reputation of 

her table and the excel-

lence of the homemade 
products she made encour-

aged her children to con-
tinue what she started. 

Using her good taste and 
local knowledge passed down for generations, 

they started a company which makes all kinds of 

Spanish sausage, such as chorizo, garlic sausage, 
and bacon. That company today keeps the name 

of its founder: Señora Julia, of course. 
 

FETIVALS AND TRADITIONS 
 

APRIL 25th 
 

Procession to the hermitage, where bread and 
wine are given to everyone. 

 

AUGUST 6th 
 

St. Ana, patron Saint of the village. On the first 
Sunday after August 6th, there is a village meal 

with meat and potatoes for everyone.  
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ARTISTIC HERITAGE 
 

 

PAROCHIAL CHURCH   
“ Nuestra Sra. de la Asunción “ 
 

This church was probably built at the end of 
the Gothic period, towards the year 1500, 

and was finished in the Renaissance.  At the 
beginning of the 17th Century , the chapel 

and the lower tower was . The 
upper tower was completed to-

ward the end of that century.  

In the 1960s, the vaulted ceiling 
was restored and a chapel was 

transformed into a new entrance 
way 

Inside the church is an impor-

tant image of Santa Ana with 
the Virgin and the Child Jesus (The Patron 

Saint of Viguera). The magnificent altarpiece 
is in Gothic rococo style, while in the sacristy 

there is a Baroque era crucifix made of gold 

plated ebony and ivory.  
 

THE HERMITAGE OF SAINT ESTEBAN  
 

Across the valley from Viguera, nearly hidden 
in a natural overhang in the red cliffs, is a 

hermitage; an impressive but small medieval 

jewel. It is little known, and only in the 1950s 
was rediscovered half-ruined.  Although it 

was in terrible shape, it has been painstak-
ingly, though so far only partially, restored 

and catalogued. One 

 day, one of the oldest known buildings in the 
entire valley should have a full restoration.  

 
 
 

 

 

THE HERMITAGE OF SAINT MARCOS  

 

It is in canyon in the area of the Cruz, so named 
for the Cross on top of the impressive neighboring 

cliff. According to popular legend, the martyred 
saints Cosme and Damian appeared in a cave 

here, and so the hermitage was built at the mouth 
of the cave and was given the name Saint Marcos. 

Every year in the spring there is a well attended 

procession with wine and bread for everyone.  
´ 

SÁENZ DE TEJADA´S HOUSE 
 

In the center of the village, there is a beautiful 

house boasting a Coat of Arms 
of Sáenz de Tejada, of the fam-

ily of Marichalar. It was built 
probably in the second half of 

18th century.  The beautiful 
three story manor house 

stretches over the entrance  

ar cade to the village plaza. 
 

 
LANDSCAPES 
 

THE IREGUA  RIVER 

 
The Iregua River has its source in the snow of the 

Cameros mountains and enters the Ebro River 64 
kilometers later near Logroño. It neatly divides La 

Rioja from south to north. Viguera boasts two me-

dieval bridges that gracefully cross over the trout 
river. 

 
 
 
 
 

CLIFFS 

 

Viguera is set in a beautiful 
natural landscape dominated by 

high summits. Among them is 
the “Doorway”, two cliffs on 

each side of the Iregua River 
which form an impressive en-

trance to the Cameros Nuevos 

mountains.  There are other 
important peaks, like Cerroyera (1.406m), Saida 

(1.378) and Serradero  (1.491m) 

 

PEÑUECO AND THE CASTLE 

Following the Calle de la Plata (Silver Street) you 
reach the lookout point of Peñueco. From here 

you can appreciate an amazing and gorgeous 

landscape which changes according to the sea-
son. On one side of the lookout, you see through 

the “Doorway” to the valley leading to Logroño. 
On the other is the majestic mountain called “The 

Castle of Viguera”.  It has an uncanny resem-

blance to a giant medieval fortress with high im-
pregnable cliff walls controlling the valley, and an 

important pass to the Castilian plateau.  

 
 


