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LA RIOJA - SPAIN 

The village of Sorzano is  

located 17 kilometres 

from Logroño along the 

western bank of the      

Iregua valley. It is at an   

altitude of  719 Meters. Its 

present population is of 

276 inhabitants  
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 PLACES TO VISIT 

 
 

The most popular place 

in Sorzano is the home 

of the mechanical      

Nativity Scene. Last year, 

20,000 people came to 

see this wonder. The 

parish priest, Don José Miguel 

Rubio is the creator of the       

Nativity scene which boasts more 

than 550 moving figures, from the 

Babe in His crib to Sorzano’s own 

“Procession of One Hundred   

Maidens”.  There are more than 300 

electric motors work-

ing with pulleys and 

belts to move all the 

figures. Many of the fig-

ures are store bought, 

but Don José also hand 

carved many of them 

himself, as are all the buildings and 

street scenes. 

At first the Nativity Scene was 

placed inside the church, but as it 

grew in size and popularity, it was 

moved to a permanent 150 square 

meter purpose built house near the 

village square. It is open year round 

for visitors. 
 



CHURCH OF SAINT MARTIN 

The Renaissance parish 

church was built in 

1538 by Martín de Acha. 

The Lower Choir, with 

its vaulted ceiling of star 

crosses dates from the 

late 16th century, as 

does the church bell 

tower.  The  altarpiece is the most      

important work inside the church. 

Sculpted by Juan    Fernandez de Vallejo 

in 1570, it is also in a renaissance style, 

called Romanesque, because it is mod-

elled after the great Michael Angelo’s 

work.   Within the   sacristy, there is a 

treasured chalice and serving tray made 

of gold plated silver, made by Dionisio 

Martinez of Zaragoza in the 17th century. 

Juan Calvo Estefanía was born March 

21, 1566. He became a priest and first 

came to Sorzano in 1618. By his efforts, 

including several journeys to Madrid by 

donkey, Sorzano gained political           

independence from the municipality of 

Nalda.  

ARTISTIC HERITAGE 
On top of that, he initiated 

the vital water works in the 

village, allowing the village to 

survive and thrive. 

A monument in his honour 

was erected June 24, 1941, 

which you can see on the left in the 

photo. The school was also named after 

him. 

OUR PEOPLE 

 

FESTIVALS AND 

TRADITIONS 

THE OLD LADIES 

 

The children’s   

favourite of all 

S o r z a n o ´ s       

traditions is the 

day called “Old 

Ladies”. On a 

spring day, the 

fourth Thursday 

after Ash Wednesday in the middle of 

Lent, the children wear a large cloth 

pouch and visit the houses of all the Old 

Ladies in the village. Traditionally the      

ladies would give the impatient children 

fruits or nuts that they had gathered, but 

only after the children had recited the 

Lord’s Prayer! Today, the rewards are  

usually sweets, oranges and even money. 

 

THE PROCESSION OF ONE 

HUNDRED MAIDENS 

 

 

The third Sunday 

in May there is a 

f a m o u s          

celebration in our 

village called “The 

Procession of 

One Hundred 

Maidens”. In this 

celebration, one 

h u n d r e d          

unmarried young 

women wear 

wedding gowns 

and carry holly branches with white 

flowers from the parish church to a 

hermitage called the Virgen del Roble 

700 meters away. 

There are various theories about the 

origins of this festival, but most likely it 

survives from pagan times to mark the 

spring time, since it celebrates fertility.  

The symbolism of the cut holly 

branches is the oldest part of this fe-

male celebration. The actual name, “One 

Hundred Maidens” does not actually 

appear however until the 19th century. 

 

 


