
MEDRANO 

 

Medrano is 17 kilometres far from 

Logroño. It has got 216 inhabitants. 

The base of the economy is the 

agriculture, especially dedicated to the 

culture of the grapewine. The industrial 

activity relates to the wine and the sector 

of the wood. 

 

 

HISTORICAL AND ARTISTIC 

HERITAGE 

 

THE CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY 

 

Dating from the 15
th

 century, the parish 

church has several interesting historical 

points of interest, including the classical 

baroque altarpiece, and several carvings from 

the era picturing daily life in the village. 

 

FESTIVALS AND TRADITIONS 

 

On January 20
th

  is the village festival of  

“San Sebastian”. The party starts the evening 

before with a bonfire called, “Márchara”. 

Another festival falls on the first weekend of 

May, when people in the village do 

traditional dances. 

And on September 8
th

, our tiny village has 

one more important festival – the “Birth of 

the Virgin Mary”.  

 

 
 

PLACES TO VISIT 

 

THE PRESS 

 

In Medrano and other villages in this famous 

wine area,  people have made their own wine 

in the age old way of La Rioja.  First, the ripe 

grapes are harvested and to ferment naturally 

in large tanks in their private wine cellars. 

After ten days or so, when the grapes have 

fermented enough, people take off their 

shoes and step on the grapes to squeeze out 

the juice. This is done repeatedly over 

several days. Once the wine maker 

determines that the grapes have finished 

fermenting, the juice is drained out into 

holding tanks, and the remaining grape skins 

and stems are taken to a press. There the 

mash is pressed by a large screw, 

mechanically by hand, or by motor, and all 

the precious wine is squeezed out. In the 

holding tanks, 

the wine slowly 

clears by slow 

sedimentation. 

Some chemicals 

are added to 

ensure that the 

wine does not 

become vinegar, and after a year or so in the 

tank, the wine is transferred into bottles and 

stored for several more years, or drunk as 

young wine. 

 

CERROCASTRO 

 

A hill nearby Medrano is one of the first 

known settlements in the area.  Cerrocastro is 

the name of the hill. The settlement dates 

from before the Roman times, and during the 

Middle Ages, caves were carved out of the 

hill for residences and for cool storage, 

including for wine making. The people of 

Medrano today continue that practice and use 

many of the same caves for their wine 

making. 

 

 
 

 



LANDSCAPES 

 

MONCALVILLO MOUNTAIN 

 

The mountain behind Medrano, Moncalvillo, 

separates the Iregua valley from the Najerilla 

river valley. It also gives its name to our 

school, CRA Montcalvillo. It is not a very 

high mountain, but its forests and clearings 

have provided wood for building and the 

basis of the important furniture making 

industry of Najera, 

as well as space 

for cattle and 

sheep farming for 

all the surrounding 

villages. Springs 

from the mountain 

are the source of drinking water for all the 

villages, too. 

Today, the mountain plays host to a large 

radio and TV repeater station which covers 

most of La Rioja, including the capital 

Logroño. A large part of the mountainside              

near Medrano has been cleared and is the site 

of an immense construction project. It will 

soon be open as La Rioja’s first private golf 

club resort, with thousands of apartments and 

townhouses for sale. 

 

 

 

 

OUR PEOPLE 

 

A VISIT TO THE PELOTA MAKER 

 

Antonio is 

probably the 

most famous 

and popular of 

the residents of 

Medrano. He 

used to work in 

a factory in the 

Basque country, 

and while there he became a great fan of the 

Basque game of pelota; like squash with a 

very hard small ball, and using only your 

hands. He started to make pelota balls by 

hand in his free time, and now he makes 

balls for famous professional players such as 

Titín, Beloki, Olaizola, as well as pelota 

clubs around Spain. 

He has gone on tours around Spain and even 

to Mexico to explain the art of making these 

particular balls. Now he hopes that his 

grandson will take over from him. 
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